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“Happy and fruitful years’
Boris Bekhterev

Yes, I taught at Kobe College for 12 years, 12 happy and fruitful years. I had the
wonderful chance to change three different teaching positions here, working for 2
years as a visiting professor, for 4 years as a part time lecturer and finally for 6 years as a full time
professor. It was a great honor for me to teach at Kobe College and I always feel deep gratitude to
our university. : :

During the 12 years I taught to 96 students and post graduates. It was a big joy to share love for music
and piano playing with them. I liked my students, mostly all of them were studying very well. Five
pe6p1e have even received the Hanna Gyurik Prize and I am very proud of them and of every student
that showed good progress and played successfully.

I was also lucky to play at Kobe College many times as soloist, as an accompanist or in duo with my
colleagues, excellent professionals. We also recorded a CD with the flutist Professor Naotaka Nishida.
We played with Professor Yoko Ikeda the piano-duo recitals and concerts with different orchestras and
I enjoyed the collaboration with the very respected and well-known soprano Professor Harumi Okada,
accompanying her and her recital and concert exhibitions.

Professor Okada asked me to do a Master Class for the members of Fantasy Club some years ago,
which I did with great pleasure, and there will be another Master Class in June.

I also like the campus of Kobe College very much, it is beautiful in all seasons. When my wife and
I used to live on the territory of the College in an old and beautiful house, we felt really at home in
Okadayama. My wife took very tiice pictures of sakura and momiji and I enjoyed discovering the beau-
tiful places hidden in the depth of the campus, which I did not know before.

Kobe College was always very kind to me. I deeply appreciate the generous support of the Research
Institute, which partly sponsored the recording of my 3 CD of Russian music.

Yes, 12 happy years of an interesting and deep work in a friendly atmosphere passed very quickly and
I have to retire now. But Kobe College has invited me to continue our collaboration, and I feel very
lucky and happy to work here as a visiting professor again for some years.

Thank you again Kobe College, I will continue doing my best.
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